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Beyond Military Action: Protecting Civilians from Boko

Haram in Nigeria

KEY POINTS

1. Boko Haram attacks are
considered to pose a
significant threat to civilian

safety in the Lake Chad Basin.

2. It appears that the
effectiveness of current
civilian protection and
regional security measures

remains limited.

3. To improve the protection
of civilians, it is recommended
to strengthen early warning

systems, regional cooperation,

Summary

Boko Haram is one of the major long-standing security threats in
Nigeria. The attacks of the organization, which is especially effective in
the northeast of the country, against civilians have led to security
problems and this has negatively affected the stability in the region. This
terrorist organization, which has gained strength since the beginning of
the 2000s, has become a threat that has spread to Nigeria as well as other

countries in the Lake Chad Basin over time.

Within the scope of combating the organization, various military
operations are being conducted by the Nigerian government and other
countries. However, despite existing security measures, Boko Haram
attacks have not been completely eliminated. Moreover, as a result of
conflicts, the life and property security of civilians remains under threat,

which leads to an increase in humanitarian problems.

Therefore, military methods alone are not sufficient to reduce the
influence of the Boko Haram terrorist organization. There is also a need
for policies aimed at protecting civilians, maintaining local order,
preventing the participation of young people in armed groups, and

increasing economic and social opportunities.
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