[bookmark: _WNSectionTitle_2][bookmark: _WNTabType_1]
[bookmark: _WNSectionTitle][bookmark: _WNTabType_0]	




The European Union (EU) proposed the Industrial Accelerator Act in March 2026 to support European manufacturing and cleaner production. Its Made in EU rules also matter for Türkiye, which has shared a Customs Union with the EU since 1996. The proposal recognises products from Customs Union partners as equivalent to EU origin in certain public procurement and support schemes. However, the possibility of exceptions makes clear implementation important. Türkiye has asked the EU to protect the existing trade relationship, while SMEunited has warned that smaller businesses could face extra paperwork and costs. This brief examines three issues: origin rules, the burden on small and medium-sized enterprises, and public procurement. It argues that the EU can strengthen its own industry without overlooking existing partners. Clear guidance on exceptions, simpler checks for SMEs, and fair procurement rules would help businesses on both sides plan with greater confidence and support continued industrial cooperation.
RESEARCH QUESTION
How can the EU apply its Made in EU policy without creating unnecessary problems for its Customs Union relationship with Türkiye?
HYPOTHESIS
If the EU makes origin rules clearer and simplifies procedures for small businesses, it can support European industry while reducing uncertainty in trade with Türkiye.
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KEY POINTS

1. Customs Union: Made in EU rules should clearly explain how Türkiye and other Customs Union partners are treated.


2. Small businesses: New origin requirements may increase costs and paperwork for SMEs.


3. Public procurement: The EU should consider where products are made, not only who owns the company.



Summary
Made in EU, but What About Türkiye?

1. BACKGROUND
The European Commission proposed the Industrial Accelerator Act in March 2026. The aim is to strengthen European industry, encourage cleaner production and reduce dependence on other countries (European Commission, 2026a).
Türkiye and the EU have had a Customs Union since 1996. This relationship has helped connect businesses and production networks on both sides.
However, Türkiye has raised concerns about the EU's new industrial policies. In September 2026, Trade Minister Ömer Bolat said that these policies should be compatible with the Customs Union (T.C. Ticaret Bakanlığı, 2026). The same issues were discussed during meetings in Brussels in October (Anadolu Ajansı, 2026; Özalp, 2026).
The EU has good reasons to support its own industry. However, its new policies should also consider the trade relationships that already exist. Türkiye is one of these partners, and the Customs Union makes this relationship especially important.
2. MAIN FINDINGS
2.1. The Customs Union and Made in EU
The Industrial Accelerator Act proposal includes rules about which products can be treated as having EU origin. Articles 8 and 9 recognise products from Customs Union partners, including Türkiye, as equivalent to EU-origin products for certain irements. However, the proposal also allows exceptions under specific conditions (European Commission, 2026a).
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The main concern is not that Türkiye is completely excluded, but that future exceptions could make the rules less predictable for businesses.
SMEunited (2026), an organisation representing European small businesses, argues that important origin rules should be clearly written in the regulation itself. This is a reasonable concern because companies need to understand the rules before making business decisions.
2.2. Problems for Small Businessesrequ
Another issue is the possible impact on small and medium-sized enterprises.
SMEunited (2026) explains that new origin and low-carbon requirements could create more paperwork and increase costs. Large companies may have enough employees and resources to manage these rules, but smaller companies may struggle.
This is also relevant to Türkiye because Turkish suppliers and European businesses are connected through production and trade.
The EU should not make it unnecessarily difficult for smaller companies to continue working together. Using existing customs documents could be one way to reduce this problem.


“Vivamus porta
est sed est.”
2.3. Fair Rules in Public Procurement
Public procurement is another area where the proposed rules need attention.
Article 11 includes restrictions related to companies owned or controlled by entities from certain countries that do not have relevant agreements with the EU (European Commission, 2026a).
SMEunited (2026) warns that some companies operating in Europe could face restrictions because of their ownership, even if they produce goods and employ people within the EU.
The organisation suggests focusing more on the origin of goods and services.
These restrictions do not automatically apply to Turkish companies. However, they show why the EU needs to explain its procurement rules carefully and consider their effects on international supply chains.
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3. POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS
1. Make origin rules easier to understand.
The European Commission should explain clearly when products from Türkiye and other Customs Union partners qualify under Made in EU rules. Businesses should also be informed about possible exceptions before major changes are introduced.
2. Reduce paperwork for SMEs.
The EU should allow businesses to use existing customs documents where possible. Simple digital forms and free technical guidance could help smaller companies follow the new requirements without facing unnecessary costs.
3. Make public procurement rules fairer.
The Commission should review rules that depend on company ownership and give more attention to the actual origin of goods and services. It should also consult affected businesses and trade partners before introducing major changes.
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CONCLUSION
The Industrial Accelerator Act could help the EU strengthen its industry. However, protecting European production should not mean creating unnecessary problems for existing trade partners.
Türkiye already has a close economic relationship with the EU through the Customs Union. Clearer rules, less paperwork and fairer public procurement could help both sides continue working together.
In my view, the EU should make its industry more competitive without ignoring the economic relationships it has already built.
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