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 The European Climate Pact within the Framework of the European Green Deal: From Shared Responsibility to Collective Action
 The European Climate Pact is an initiative under the framework of the European Green Deal and aims to motivate individuals, communities, organizations, and other stakeholders to take steps in combating climate change. The purpose of this policy brief is to analyze the European Climate Pact as a key driver of shared responsibility and collaborative action towards climate change in the European Union. The Pact enhances public engagement through bringing people together, information sharing, and facilitating concrete climate actions. At the same time, the Pact helps the EU to fulfil its long-term goal of attaining climate neutrality by 2050. In this context, climate action is not only about governmental and EU institutions’ activities, but it also involves citizens, local communities, businesses, and civil society as well. The idea of the European Climate Pact is to promote cooperation and engagement of everybody in the climate change process, which will lead to the transformation of climate commitments into action.
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KEY POINTS

1.The European Climate Pact brings people, communities, and organizations together to take initiatives to mitigate the effects of climate change.

2. The European Climate Pact plays a vital role in the European Green Deal and helps the European Union become climate neutral by 2050.

3. The Pact encourages citizen involvement, information exchange, and tangible climate actions to create a more sustainable Europe.



Summary
2. From Collective Responsibility To Collective Action
The European Climate Pact offers a sustainable model for climate action as it involves citizens, communities, organizations and enterprises in the process of green transition (5). The Pact recognizes the importance of rapprochement between national and European levels in achieving climate objectives adopted by the EU. It means that the involvement of people in the process of climate action is possible through their everyday work, local campaigns, social activities and sharing their experience.
Thus, involvement of citizens is one of the cornerstones of the Pact's functioning. The Pact aims to connect all players involved in climate-related activities in order to build awareness and motivate actions (1). This approach can also be used for establishing cooperation between different stakeholders and turning climate commitments into practical actions.
The European Climate Pact thus leads the climate policies from individual responsibility to collective action (3). Its significance lies not only in raising people's awareness about climate change but also in providing opportunities for people to take active part in achieving goals related to climate issues within the larger EU agenda (4).
1. The European Climate Pact: History And Goals
The European Climate Pact is a European Union initiative introduced in the framework of the European Green Deal (4). Its objectives are to encourage people, communities, organisations and other stakeholders to take part in climate change mitigation efforts as well as help EU achieve its climate goals (2). The main focus of the Pact is not solely on the involvement of the governments and EU institutions only. The Pact is meant to raise awareness on climate issues and engage citizens and other stakeholders in climate actions (5).
A primary goal of the Pact concerns the EU´s aim of becoming climate-neutral by 2050. This objective can be achieved through active participation of the citizens and all stakeholders interested in the green transition process. Thanks to the Pact, citizens and organisations can participate in climate actions and the development of their own initiatives and projects.
The Pact implements the idea of shared responsibility (5). In other words, climate change is not only a problem of the environment, its solution requires efforts of the society as a whole.
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“Vivamus porta
est sed est.”
2. Promoting climate education and awareness: The EU should implement educational programmes and improve access to information on climate objectives for the citizens.
3. Increasing cooperation of the stakeholders: The EU should facilitate cooperation of local communities, governments, businesses and civil society organisations in the area of climate commitments.
These measures can assist the European Climate Pact in going beyond raising awareness, thereby improving its functioning as an instrument for collective climate action.
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3. Opportunities, Challenges, And Policy Recommendations 
The European Climate Pact provides the opportunities to enhance climate action in the EU. The Pact motivates citizens and encourages other stakeholders’ cooperation, enabling them to raise public awareness and implement climate measures on the ground (6). At the same time, it can contribute to establishing various cooperation mechanisms for the dissemination of practices and the sharing of knowledge among communities and organisations.  
Nevertheless, the implementation of effective climate measures may encounter the challenges related to unequal participation, low level of public awareness and capacity differences between communities and organisations (1). The initiatives may not be able to attract wider audience if participation comes mostly from active groups. Thus, it is important to guarantee that the participation is inclusive in order to pursue stated objectives of the Pact.  
Policy recommendations 
1. Strengthening local participation: The EU should promote local initiatives aimed at climate action thus making it available for citizens.  

2. Promoting climate education and awareness: The EU should implement educational programmes and improve access to information on climate objectives for the citizens.

3. Increasing cooperation of the stakeholders: The EU should facilitate cooperation of local communities, governments, businesses and civil society organisations in the area of climate commitments.
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