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 Summary
This policy brief examines how the European Union can improve the security of undersea cables. These cables carry internet data and support electricity connections between countries. Damage to them can affect communication, business and public services. The EU has already introduced plans to protect this insfrastructure, including the Cable Security Action plan in 2025 and new security measures in 2026 (European Commission 2025, 2026). However, continued cooperation is needed to reduce risks and respond quickly to incidents. The EU should improve monitoring, support faster repairs and strengthen information sharing between member states. These steps can help protect important services and improve Europe’s security.
Key Points:
1. Undersea cables are important for Europe’s internet and energy connections.

2. Cable damage can affect several countries and important services.


3. The EU should improve monitoring, information sharing and repair capacity.
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In February 2026, the Commission introduced a new Cable Security Toolbax and Announced 347 million Euro in additional funding for strategic cable projects, including support for repair capacity. (European Commission, 2026).

4. Recommendation
-  The EU should improve cable monitoring to identify possible damage early.
- Member states should share information quickly and coordinate their responses to incidents.
- The EU should support repair equipment and treined teams to reduce service interruptions.
- Regular emergency exercises should also be orgonised to help authorities and cable operators respond more effectively.

5. Expected Impact and Conclusion
Better monitoring, faster repairs and stronger cooperation can help reduce service interruptions and protect Europe’s internet and energy connections. The EU has already introduced measures to improve cahle security, but these measures need effective implementation. The EU should continue working with member states and cable operators to protect this important insfrastucture.
1. Main Problem
Undersea cables carry internet data and support electricity connections between countries. If these cables are damaged, important services may be interrupted in several countries. Damage can result from accidents, natural events or deliberate actions. Since these risks can affect more than one country, the EU needs a common approach to protect this infrascture. (European Commission, 2024).

2. Main Aim
The main aim is to examine how the EU can better protect undersea cables and reduce the risk of service interruptions. The brief focuses on preventing damage, finding problems early and repairing cables quickly. It also identifies practical steps that EU institutions and member states can take together.

3. Implementation in the EU
The EU has already taken steps to improve cable security. In February 2024, the European Commission, issued a recommendation to improve protections and cooperation  (European Commission, 2024). In February 2025, the Commissions and the High Representative presented the EU Action Plan on Cable Security (European Commission, 2025).
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