[bookmark: _WNSectionTitle_2][bookmark: _WNTabType_1]


Protecting Displaced Women in Gaza: Privacy and Safety in Shelter
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KEY POINTS
1. Women need privacy in shelters and should be able to use toilets and washing areas safely.
2. The EU should fund repairs and help women access existing support services.
3. Women living in the shelters should help decide what needs changing and say whether these changes have helped.








Summary 
Women displaced in Gaza need privacy in the places where they stay. UNFPA reports describe women avoiding toilets and movement after dark because they feel unsafe. I suggest that the EU’s humanitarian aid department, DG ECHO, fund practical changes through aid organisations. These could include toilet doors with locks, private washing areas and lighting where it is safe to install. Staff could also help women reach existing support services and speak to someone privately. Women living in the shelters should help decide what needs fixing, including older women and women with disabilities. Work could begin in a few sites that aid workers can safely reach. After three months, staff could check the facilities and ask women whether daily life has improved. Women should be free to decide whether to answer the questions, without giving their names. These changes could help them use shelter facilities more safely, but cannot stop attacks. Civilians still need protection, and aid must reach them.
Research Question
How can EU humanitarian aid improve privacy, safety and access to support for displaced women in Gaza’s shelters?
Hypothesis
Combining better shelter facilities with confidential support will help women feel safer and face fewer barriers when seeking assistance.
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1. The Problem
UNFPA reported inadequate lighting, privacy and sanitation conditions in all 15 displacement sites assessed in a July 2026 audit. Women and girls described avoiding movement after dark and limiting toilet use. These findings concern the assessed sites, rather than every shelter in Gaza (UNFPA, 2026b). 
Support must also be accessible. UNFPA explains that women need to reach services safely and use them confidentially (UNFPA, 2026a). A service may exist but remain difficult to use if women lack privacy or fear being seen seeking help. 
2. The EU’s Role
The European Commission already includes safety, dignity and meaningful access in its humanitarian protection approach (European Commission, 2025). This brief proposes using that commitment to support practical improvements through humanitarian partners. Funding should cover both shelter facilities and connections to confidential assistance.
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3. Recommendations
Improve facilities. Fund privacy partitions, toilet doors with internal locks and accessible washing areas. Provide lighting where local safety assessments support it, and include maintenance costs.
Connect women to support. Link shelters with existing Women and Girls Safe Spaces. Trained female staff should explain available services and arrange referrals with the woman’s consent.
Include women in decisions. Hold voluntary consultations, including older women and women with disabilities. Provide confidential ways to report problems without affecting access to aid.
4. Implementation and Evaluation
Begin in selected sites where partners can work safely. Review progress after three months, if conditions allow. Check whether facilities function and use voluntary, anonymous feedback to assess privacy, safety and access to support.
Fewer reported violence cases should not automatically mean success: increased reporting can also reflect better access to help (UNFPA, 2026b).  These improvements cannot guarantee protection from attacks and depend on humanitarian access.
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