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 Summary
In this policy brief, Bulgaria and Romania’s Schengen integration during in 2024-2025 discussed. It asks: How did the completion of their Schengen integration contribute to European integration? It hypothesises that removing internal border controls can strengthen integration by supporting free movement and economic interaction. The findings show that air and sea border controls were removed on 31 March 2024, while land border controls were lifted on 1 January 2025, completing the countries full Schengen integration (Council of the European Union, 2024). The brief recommends that Bulgaria and Romania should continue cooperation on external border management, information exchange and monitoring the effects of increased mobility to ensure that the benefits of Schengen integration are sustained.
Key Points:
1. Air and sea controls were removed in March 2024, but land controls remained.

2. Land controls were removed on 1 January 2025, completing integration.

3. Full integration strengthened the EU economy and cooperation.
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3. Implementation in the EU
Air and sea border controls were removed on 31 March 2024, followed by land border controls on 1 January 2025 (European Commission, 2024; Council of the European Union, 2024). Bulgaria and Romania thus became fully part of the Schengen Area (Council of the European Union, 2025), strengthening the EU economy and cooperation (European Commission, 2025).

4. Recommendation
Strengthen cooperation: Maintain border, customs and law enforcement cooperation.
Improve information exchange: Ensure effective use of European information systems.
Maintain external border management: Support coordinated EU border management.
Monitor impact: Assess effects on mobility, trade and tourism.

5. Expected Impact and Conclusion
Full Schengen integration facilitated free movement and strengthened economic connections. It can facilitate travel and economic interaction while requiring continued cooperation, information exchange and effective external border management.
1. Main Problem
Bulgaria and Romania joined the European Union in 2007 but were not fully integrated into the Schengen Area. In March 2024, the EU removed controls at their internal air and sea borders, while land border controls remained (European Commission, 2024). Their Schengen participation was therefore incomplete until the removal of land controls.

2. Main Aim
The main aim is to examine how the completion of Bulgaria and Romania’s Schengen integration contributed to European integration during 2024-2025. On 12 December 2024, the Council of the European Union decided to remove internal land border checks from 1 January 2025, completing their accession to the Schengen Area (Council of the European Union, 2024). The European Commission stated that this would support travel, trade and tourism and strengthen the internal market. (European Commission, 2024).
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