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 Summary
This policy brief asks how EU measured develop between 2024 and 2026 address algorithmic risks faced by minors on online platforms. It hypothesises that a risk based approach combining safer platform design, transparency, user control and effective oversight can strengthen protection while respecting children’s rights. The finding show that the European Commission increased scrutiny of recommender systems in 2024, issued guidelines on the protection of minors under the DSA in 2025, and proposed the EU KIDS Act in 2026. The brief olso finds that risks should be assessed according to specific platform practices and online experiences rather than treating all social media use as having identical effects. It recommends common monitoring indicators, privacy preserving research access, clearer user controls, safety by design measures and stronger coordination between EU and national authorities.
Key Points:
1. Recommender systems can shape what minors see, making platforms design a central child-safety issue.

2. From 2024 scrutiny to 2025 DSA guidelines and 2026 EU KIDS Act, policy has strengthened safeguards for minors.


3. Effective protection depends on measurable risks, transparent systems, independent research and coordinated enforcement.
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3. Implementation in the EU
Effective implementation requires consistent safeguards across platforms and Member States. The 2025 Commission guidelines provide practical recommendations while remaining nonbinding (European Commission, 2025). Key priorities include risk monitoring, privacy preserving research Access, clearer user controls and safety by design measures.
4. Recommendation
Strengthen monitoring: Develop common EU risk indicators.
Support research: Expand privacy preserving acces to platform data.
Improve transparency: Provide clear explanations and user controls.
Promote safety by design: Adapt platforms to age specific risks.
Improve coordination: Strengthen coopeartion between EU and national authorities.
5. Expected Impact and Conclusion
The 2024-2026 EU response increasingly focuses on safer platform design, transparency, age assurance and enforcement. Consistent implementation and evidence based monitoring can strengthen protection while respecting minor’s privacy, Access to information and participation online.
1. Main Problem
Recommender systems shape the content users encounter on online platforms. For minors, platform design may increase expose to specific risks or reduce user control over online experiences.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In October 2024, the European Commission request information from YouTube, Snapchat and TikTok on their recommender systems, including potential risks related to harmful content, engagement based design and the protection of minors (European Commission, 2024).
Recent research indicates that online experiences and outcomes vary according to individual characteristics, type of use and platform design (Sala et al., 2024). This supports focusing on identifiable platforms risks rather than treating all social media use as having the same effects.
2. Main Aim
The main aim is to strengthen minor’s online protection through safer design, transparencyandproportionate safeguards. Between 2024 and 2026, the EU increased scrutiny of recommender systems, issued 2025 DSA guidelines and propesed the EU KIDS Act in 2026 (European Commission, 2024, 2025, 2026).
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